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Plan of the talk

* Political Affect
— Difference and development
— Communicative musicality
— Music and bio-social evolution
— Plato’s Laws: infant politico-moral development

e Geo-bio-technics of war
— Fall of Troy

— Plato’s Laws: Salamis vs Marathon
— The Athenian Empire



Political Affect

Emotional character of groups
Corporeality and moral intuition
Rationality and moral judgment

Political philosophy’s concern with social-
somatic subjectification practices



Difference and Development
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 “Horizontal” difference: different embodiments

e “Vertical” development
— Evolution

— Ontogenetic development

e “Granularity”
— Neither unmarked “human” nor utterly singular
— Different regimes of corporeal training



Musicality
and the sciences of rhythm
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Communicative musicality




Communicative musicality

* Trevarthen / Dissanayake
 Rhythmic interaction of infant and caregiver
* Primary intersubjectivity

— Turn-taking

— Affective attunement

— Development of emotional control



NEMT:
“New Evo-Music Theory”

Cambridge School: lan Cross, John Bispham

Neither a spandrel, nor just sexual selection

Bispham:

— “constellation of concurrently operating,
hierarchically organized, subskills”

— “overlapping internal oscillatory mechanisms”

— “exaptively evolved from fundamental kinesthetic
abilities”

Group dancing and singing, not listening



Evolutionary dance




Ontogenetic dance:

Primary intersubjectivity

* Trevarthen: corporeal rhythmic interchange of
infant and caregiver




Collective Joy:
Dancing in the Street
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Politics of music
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Dance and drill in human history
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Infantry drill




Entrainment:
the dark side
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Rice planting
at the end of Seven Samurai




Plato Laws:
Infant politico-moral development




Republic 402a

* [the properly raised citizen child] “will
rightfully object to what is ugly [i.e., what is
wrong and shameful] and hate it ... before he

can grasp the reason [logos].”



Laws, Book 7

* Nurture and education of infants can only be
matter of advice to masters of households
rather than law binding citizens

* Even if habits of petty misdeeds can have bad
political effect later by interfering with
emotional control



Laws, 790e

* “fright is due to some morbid condition of
soul. Hence, when such disorders are treated
by rocking movements, the external motion ...

dominates the internal” (790e)



Plato’s hope: a science of lullabies
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Plato’s frustration

Masters must rely on “guesswork” of slave
nurses for lullabies to soothe infants (792a)

Nurses have embodied skill / know-how
But neither nurses nor lawgivers can explain

— how lullabies in general work
— nor which ones are needed in specific cases

So they don’t have knowledge
They can only describe, not prescribe



Plato, Political Affect, and Lullabies

* So despite importance of communicative
musicality in developing proper “bodies politic”

* j.e., social-somatic training in which dispositions
to correct corporeal-affective moral intuitions
are reliably produced

e There is an irreducible reliance on irrational
embodied skill / know-how of the nurses



Geo-bio-technics of war
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Early massed plains fighting
Stele of the Vultures




Ancient chariot warfare




Hill runners
(shown: Gaelic warrior)




War dances
to provoke berserker frenzy
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Fleet-footed Achilles vs
Hector, breaker of horses




Achilles
(here slaying Penthesﬂea)




Hoplites in the phalanx
(with piper marking time




Spartan marching

 When they were drawn up in battle array and
the enemy was at hand, the king ... ordered
the strains of the hymn to Castor;

* |t was a sight equally grand and terrifying
when they marched in step with the rhythm of

the flute, without any gap in their line of
pattle, and with no confusion in their souls,
out calmly and cheerfully moving with their

nymn into the deadly fight.

* Neither fear nor excessive fury is likely to
possess men so disposed, (Plutarch, Lycurgus,

21-22).




Plato’ s Laws:
Geo-bio-social-techno-affective agencements

* “Itis agreeable enough to have the sea at
one’ s door in daily life, but, for all that, it is, in
very truth, a briny and bitter neighbor. It fills a
city with wholesale traffic and retail
huckstering, breeds shifty and distrustful
habits of soul, and so makes a society
distrustful and unfriendly within itself as well
as toward mankind at large” (Laws 4: 705a).



Battle of Marathon heroes
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Battle of Salamis




“It would have been better for them to lose
many times seven youths than to convert
themselves from steady infantrymen into
marines, with their tricks of repeated descents
followed by a helter-skelter retreat to the

boats...” (706b-c).

“And yet sir, it was the sea fight at Salamis ...
which was the salvation of Hellas” (707b).



“To be sure that is what mankind at large say
... but we ... insist that the deliverance of
Hellas was begun by one engagement on land,
... Marathon, and completed ... at Plataea.
Moreover, these victories made better men of
the Hellenes, whereas [Salamis] did not ...”

“In our investigations into topography [choras
phusin] and legislation [nomon taxin] [we
focus on] the moral worth of a social system

[politeias aretén]” (707c-d).




Geo-bio-techno-politics:
Atheman Emplre 431 BCE
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The Athenian Empire at the brink of the
Peloponnesian War (431 BCE)

Aegina (456)
® City-sate (date captured)
* Cleruchy (Athenlan garrison) (date)

* Rebellion against Athens (date)
I Athenian territory




GEM de Ste. Croix
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Geo-bio-techno-politics:
above the subject

 "Athens' whole way of life was involved; and
what is so often denounced, as if it were sheer
greed and a lust for domination on her part,
by modern scholars whose antipathy to
Athens is sharpened by [its] promotion of
democratic regimes ... was in reality an almost
inevitable consequence of that way of
life" (Ste. Croix, 1981, 293; emphasis added).




Above the subject:
Athenian Empire 431 BCE
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The Athenian Empire at the brink of the
Peloponnesian War (431 BCE)

Aegina (456)
® City-sate (date captured)

* Cleruchy (Athenlan garrison) (date)
* Rebellion against Athens (date)
I Athenian territory




Below the subject

* "the Athenian fleet developed muscular bonding
among a larger proportion of the total population
than ever fought in Sparta's phalanx” (McNeaill
1995, 117).

* Furthermore, "feelings aroused by moving
together in unison undergirded the ideals of
freedom and equality under the law. . ..

* The muscular basis of such sentiments also
explains why the rights of free and equal citizens
were limited to the militarily active segment of
the population” (118).



Trireme rowers




Alongside the subject:
“the man-driven torpedo”

Rower-powered war ships had a much shorter range
than sail-driven merchant ships, which are able to
capture solar energy in form of wind power

generated from a multiplicity of temperature
differentials of land mass / sea / water currents
producing wind currents.

Athenian democrats needed a network of friendly
regimes whose ports could provide food and rest for
the rowers of their triremes.

That is, to replenish the biological solar energy
conversion units of the triremes qua "man-driven
torpedoles]" (Gabrielsen 2001, 73).
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