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Definitions

* Prosocial behavior
— behavior that reinforces social patterns
— “altruistic punishment”

e Altruism
— Evolutionary = fitness-sacrificing behavior
— Psychological = intent to help another
 Empathy / sympathy
— Possible motivations for altruistic behavior

— From distress relief to full-fledged empathy



Disasters reveal views of
human nature and of politics

* Newsclip #1: FOX: 72 hours post-quake

— http://videos.mediaite.com/video/FOXs-Neil-Cavuto-Compares-U-S-H

* Newsclip #2: CNN: 72 hours post-quake

— http://www.cnn.com/video/?/video/world/2010/01/16/intv.ac.honore.haiti.cnn




What does the breakdown
of the State show?

* HN is individualistic and violently competitive,
so State is needed to impose an artificial order

 HN is prosocial, so the State could be

— the organized expression of that prosociality

— or it could be what it is now: that which produces
and maintains an artificial and fragile atomized
competition, which, when it breaks down, allows
expression of prosocial cooperation



Politics and human nature

* Are we rational egoists (psychopaths?) who
need to be convinced it is in our self-interest
to abide by the social contract?

* Are we prosocialized so that we can use
cooperation as the basis of organization (with
protection against free-riding rational
egoists?)

* Development: internalization of constraining
norms or scaffolding of prosocial potentials?



The path we’re on now:
Naturalizing neoliberalism




Ghiselin, The Economy of Nature and the
Evolution of Sex [1974]

“The economy of nature is competitive from beginning
to end.... Given a full chance to act in his own interest,
nothing but expediency will restrain him from
brutalizing, from maiming, from murdering—his
brother, his mate, his parent, his child. Scratch an
“altruist,” and watch a ‘hypocrite’ bleed.”

* Human nature
— psychopaths in genetic market

— Politics = how to convince psychopaths they should
join social contract?



Homo naturalis

I




The problem

e How did altruism evolve in such a world?

 Thatis, why wasn’t altruism selected against
so that only rational egoist / psychopaths
remain?



Explaining (away) altruism

* Kin selection
* Direct reciprocity
* Indirect reciprocity: reputation



Social selection:
“out-Smarting” Nietzsche
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Transition from neoliberalism?
Elinor Ostrom




2 contributions of Ostrom

* Neo-institutional rational choice

— Governing the Commons

* Behavioral political economy

— "Policies that Crowd out Reciprocity and Collective

Action." In Gintis et al., Moral Sentiments and
Material Interests (MIT, 2005).

— Mixed adult population
» Rational egoists / external motivation
 Strong reciprocators / internal motivation



Producing what you assume

Neoliberal practices foreclose cooperation
Producing rational egoist “human nature”
Projected onto nature via Ev Psych

Atomized population / transcendent control

— Neoconservative wolf in neoliberal sheep’ s
clothing



OK, so what is human nature?
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Bio-neuro-political

* Bio-
 Modular basic emotions (patterns)
* Plasticity potentials

* Neuro-

* Culturally shaped triggers and thresholds
e Culturally produced modules
* Political
* Subjectification practices
* Patterns / triggers /thresholds of social emotions
* Development of capacities (embedded / extended mind)
* Prosocial affective cognition as default
* Cross-cultural convergence of child-rearing practices
* Rousseau (helpers), then Smith (strong reciprocators)

* Hobbes (rational egoists) in certain conditions
* Are we producing and rewarding psychopaths?



Socially-mediated neuroplasticity




MJ Meaney, “Epigenetics and the biological definition
of gene x environment interactions”

Child Development 2010 Jan-Feb; 81(1): 41-79

* “The recent integration of epigenetics into
developmental psychobiology illustrates the
processes by which environmental conditions
in early life structurally alter DNA, providing a
physical basis for the influence of the
perinatal environmental signals on phenotype
over the life of the individual.”



Shallow vs deep embodiment

* Cherney I.D. 2008. Mom, let me play more
video games. They improve my mental
rotation skills. Sex Roles 59: 776-86

* Nisbett, R. and Cohen, D. 1996. Culture of
Honor: The Psychology of Violence in the
South. Boulder: Westview Press.



Primary and secondary
intersubjectivity

e Secondary intersubjectivity

— Tomasello: shared intentionality from
collaborative activities

* Primary intersubjectivity

— Trevarthen: rhythmic turn-taking in infant /
caregiver interaction: “natural musicality”



Celia Heyes, “Where do mirror neurons come from?”
Neurosci Biobehav Rev. 2010 Mar; 34(4): 575-83

* The associative learning hypothesis implies
that mirror neurons come from sensorimotor
experience, and that much of this experience
is obtained through interaction with others.

e |f the associative account is correct, the mirror
neuron system is a product, as well as a
process, of social interaction.



Politics, security, and disasters



Privatizing Katrina




Militarizing Katrina




Bio-neuro-politics of
racial perception

* Correll et al (2006), “Event-related potentials
and the decision to shoot: The role of threat
perception and cognitive control,” Journal of
Experimental Social Psychology.

* Increased amygdala activation in racialized
perception = no perception of “the” other



Deep embodiment of racism

Region of the right amygdala (centered on 24, -5, -15, with a 5mm
diameter) that was more active during the presentation of dark-
skinned and light-skinned Black faces and dark-skinned White faces
relative to light-skinned White faces. Soc Cogn Affect Neurosci. 2007
March; 2(1): 39-44.



Militarizing Haitian relief:
A self-fulfilling prophecy

* Haitian self-help:
— The tendency to be “their own first responders”
— Was ighored as a resource to be catalyzed

 Delays through “security” fears
— Produce passive victims needing help

— And even some instances of “Hobbesian” violence
that retroactively “justifies” fears



International second responders:
search and rescue

Distance between Haiti to Iceland: 6426.4 ‘ km = ’3993.2 ‘ miles
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US second responders:
search and rescue




Third response
militarized / securitized relief




Robert Gates

* "It seems to me that's a formula for
contributing to chaos rather than preventing
it.... Without having any structure on the
ground, in terms of distribution, ... an air drop
is simply going to lead to riots as people go
after that stuff.”

— Friday 15 January 2010



LEAVE NO MAN BEHIND

BLACK HAWK DOWN
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Desperate Times
A young boy makes off with new shoes during a looting spree in the
downtown business district of Port-au-Prince on Sunday, Jan. 17. The capital
city has been plagued with severe food and water shortages and some
instances of looting in the aftermath of the deadly earthquake. TIME.com




Police try to stop looting in downtown Port-au-Prince, Haiti
on Thursday, January 14, 2010. (Carolyn Cole/Los Angeles Times/MCT)




Survivors of Tuesday’ s earthquake extend their arms as U.S. troops with the
82nd Airborne Division distribute water in Port-au-Prince, Sunday, Jan. 17,
2010. The troops gave out over 9,000 bottles of water and 2,000 meals
Sunday. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)




A mob of Haitians reach out as goods are thrown from a nearby shop in the
downtown business district on January 17, 2010 in Port-au-Prince, Haiti.
(Chris Hondros/Getty Images)













Media-security complex
meets prosocial human nature




