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Plan of the talk

Political Affect

Difference and development
Communicative musicality
Music and bio-social evolution

Plato’s Laws: Music and political affect in infant
development



Political Affect

Emotional character of groups
Corporeality and moral intuition
Rationality and moral judgment

Political philosophy’s concern with social-
somatic subjectification practices



Difference and Development
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 “Horizontal” difference: different embodiments

e “Vertical” development
— Evolution

— Ontogenetic development

e “Granularity”
— Neither unmarked “human” nor utterly singular
— Different regimes of corporeal training



Communicative musicality

* Trevarthen / Dissanayake
 Rhythmic interaction of infant and caregiver
* Primary intersubjectivity

— Turn-taking

— Affective attunement

— Development of emotional control



Music and bio-cultural evolution

Cambridge School: lan Cross, John Bispham

Neither a spandrel, nor just sexual selection

Bispham:

— “constellation of concurrently operating,
hierarchically organized, subskills”

— “overlapping internal oscillatory mechanisms”

— “exaptively evolved from fundamental kinesthetic
abilities”

Group dancing and singing, not just listening



Politics of music

DANCING

> iyt >

STREETS

4 Hisrony o Correcrive Jor

Vainatng A ey ol e had
by o i bt A o b TN [T SR T4 S

BARBARA
EHRENREICH




Dance and drill in human history
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Infantry drill




Entrainment:
the dark side
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Rice planting
at the end of Seven Samurai




Plato (and Aristotle):
Political Affect, music, and infants




Republic 402a

* [the properly raised citizen child] “will
rightfully object to what is ugly [i.e., what is
wrong and shameful] and hate it ... before he

can grasp the reason [logos].”



Laws, Book 7

* Nurture and education of infants can only be
matter of advice to masters of households
rather than law binding citizens

* Even if habits of petty misdeeds can have bad
political effect later by interfering with
emotional control



Laws, 790e

* “fright is due to some morbid condition of
soul. Hence, when such disorders are treated
by rocking movements, the external motion ...

dominates the internal” (790e)



Plato’s hope: a science of lullabies
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Plato’s frustration

Masters must rely on “guesswork” of slave
nurses for lullabies to soothe infants (792a)

Nurses have embodied skill / know-how
But neither nurses nor lawgivers can explain

— how lullabies in general work
— nor which ones are needed in specific cases

So they don’t have knowledge
They can only describe, not prescribe



Plato, Political Affect, and Lullabies

* So despite importance of communicative
musicality in developing proper “bodies politic”

* j.e., social-somatic training in which dispositions
to correct corporeal-affective moral intuitions
are reliably produced

e There is an irreducible reliance on irrational
embodied skill / know-how of the nurses



